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Williamson: W. D. Chipley, West Florida’s Mr. Railroad

WILLIAM D. CHIPLEY, WEST FLORIDA’S
MR. RAILROAD
by E DWARD C. W ILLIAMSON

Look here Major Octopus, you can’t talk politics, run the State of Florida, do a general land
office business and run a railroad at the same
time. Your tentacles will get tangled and suckers
1
exhausted by too much labor.
The man referred to was William Dudley Chipley of
Pensacola, builder of the railroad from Pensacola to
Chattahoochee and the Apalachicola river. Chipley was
fast becoming one of the leading political figures in the
state, and needless to say, he was on the other side of the
fence both in local and state politics from the Pensacola
Commercial which called him “Major Octopus.”
I. CHIPLEY'S EARLY LIFE
W. D. Chipley was not a native Floridian. He was
born June 6, 1840, at the river port town of Columbus,
Georgia. His parents were Kentuckians, his father being
a Baptist minister who at that time was residing temporarily in Columbus. About 1844 the Reverend Mr. Chipley and family moved to Lexington, Kentucky ; and
young Chipley received his higher education at the Ken2
tucky Military Institute and Transylvania University.
Shortly after completing his college education and
showing the fighting spirit which he maintained through
life, William Chipley entered the Ninth Kentucky Infantry of the original Breckenridge Brigade. During the
war he rose first to sergeant-major, then to adjutant and
finally to record-commissioner of Kentucky troops, an
office with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, created by the
Confederate Congress. Chipley was badly wounded at
Shiloh, but his wounds healing, he returned to active
duty, only to be wounded at the Battle of Peachtree
Creek. The advancing army of Sherman captured him,
1. Pensacola Commercial, January 19, 1887, 2.
2. Rerick, Rowland H., Memoirs of Florida, I, 481-482.
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and he was imprisoned on Johnson’s Island for the re3
mained of the war.
After Northern “V Day” ex-Confederate Chipley
settled in Columbus. About this time he married Ann
Elizabeth, daughter of John R. Billups, a prominent
planter of Russell county, Alabama. Entering politics,
Chipley became the first chairman of the Democratic
Executive Committee of Muscogee county, Georgia. He
came into national prominence during the Reconstruction Era when he was arrested as one of the suspects
in the Ashburn affair. Ashburn, a scalawag, had been a
negro driver of the Simon Legree type before the war,
but since had become a Republican state senator and a
resident of a house of ill repute in the negro part of
town. This tainted statesman was murdered by a mob,
and an attempt was made to pin the crime on the leading
Democrats of Columbus. Former Governor Joe E.
Brown headed the prosecution, and former Vice President of the Confederacy Alex H. Stephens headed the
defense. After weeks of confinement, sweat boxes and
inhuman treatment, the defendants were brought to trial
before a military commission. Before a verdict was
reached, civil government was restored to Georgia. General Meade of Gettysburg fame, the military commander,
ordered the commission dismissed and the nine defendants released on bond. Chipley denied the charge. The
4
Ashburn affair occurred during 1867 and 1868.
While in prison Chipley lost every dollar that he possessed in investments in corn and bacon. Financial misfortune continued to plague him for a while; for in 1872
a firm to which he had belonged went bankrupt, and he
was held one of the parties responsible. He had withdrawn from the firm early in 1872 but unfortunately
could not
prove the withdrawal before the failure oc5
curred.
3. Ibid; Florida Citizen, April 6, 1897, 9.
4. Avery, I. W., The History of the State of Georgia from 1850-1881.
386-388; Pensacola News Supplement, September 30, 1896.
5. Pensacola News Supplement, Sept. 30, 1896.
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II. A RAILROAD MAN
In February 1872 Chipley entered the employment of
the North & South Railroad of Georgia, serving one year
as secretary and treasurer and one year as superintendent. He left the North & South Railroad in 1874 and
entered the service of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as
general southwestern agent. During this period, he was
general southwestern agent for the Virginia Midland
Railroad in connection with his duties with the B. & O.
He left the B. & O. in December, 1876, and became general manager of the Pensacola Railroad, moving from
Columbus to Pensacola, and living there the rest of his
life. In 1880, in connection with his duties with the Pensacola Railroad Chipley became superintendent of the
Pensacola & Selma Railroad and the Selma division,
which was leased from the Western Alabama Railroad,
as well as superintendent of the Havana Steamship Line.
Largely through his efforts, the Pensacola Railroad became part of the L. & N. The next year he was superintendent of the Mobile & Montgomery Railroad, Selma division Western Alabama Railroad (leased) and the Pen6
sacola & Selma Railroad, upper division.
Pensacola in 1880 despite its old age had a population
of only 6,845 but was the third largest city in Florida.
Jacksonville had 7,650, less than 1,000 lived in Tampa,
and the population of Florida was only 269,493. Florida
was still a frontier and hopes were held that Pensacola
would become the main Gulf port for Alabama as well as
West Florida. The Louisville and Nashville system already connected the fine harbor to the Alabama hinterland, and a railroad from Pensacola across the Chattahoochee river would connect the West Florida port with
the rest of the state. The Pensacola and Georgia Railroad, planned before the War for Southern Independence, had received extensive land grants, but ended in
failure during the Reconstruction; and a railroad extended only from Jacksonville to Quincy. The Gadsden
6. Letter J. B. Hill, President of the Louisville and Nashville, Dec.
19, 1945.
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county seat is about half way between Jacksonville and
Pensacola.
Chipley became vice-president and general superintendent, in May 1881, of the Pensacola & Atlantic Railroad Company which had been incorporated in March
and had received a land grant from the State of Florida
of 3,890,619 acres, of which 2,830,065 acres were actually
delivered. It was to run from Pensacola to River Junction, a connecting point just east of the Apalachicola
river and to which a railroad was built from Quincy.
The country through which the road was to be built was
thinly settled; in fact, for more than one hundred miles
between Milton and Marianna it would touch not one
settlement, and there was scarcely a house within sight
of the right-of-way ; but this did not deter Chipley and
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad which had purchased a majority of the stock of the P. & A. Construction began in June, 1881, and as there was little heavy
grading the railroad was completed at a rapid pace and
reached the Apalachicola river in January, 1883. The
completion of the railroad bridge across the river to the
town of Chattahoochee enabled the P. & A. to connect
7
with the major systems serving the Atlantic seaboard.
The new railroad went a long way toward solving the
transportation problems of West Florida. Hitherto the
cotton growers had depended upon the Chattahoochee
river to float their crops to Columbus, and they periodically lost money when the river was low. Bordering the
track in the eastern section was a region alive with game.
Train and engine crews frequently secured fresh meat
whenever the opportunity presented itself. Swamp fever
8
delayed the construction of the road in the latter stages.
Definite schedules for the operation of through trains
were established November 18, 1883. Only two towns,
Milton and Marianna, were in existence at the time, and
these were served by depots of the orthodox type. Elsewhere, boxcars were set off to serve as stations. A num7. Ibid.
8. J. D. Smith, “The Construction of the P. & A.,” The L. & N.
Employes’Magazine, August, 1926.
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ber of sawmills were set up following the construction of
the railroad, and turpentine began to be shipped in large
9
quantities. With the railroad completed, Chipley went
to work on the State government for the railroad land
grant. First he made a formal demand on the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund for the land
selected, and the P. & A. grant was given a second priority to that of former Senator Yulee’s road, the Florida
Railroad Company. Knowing ones were whispering that
10
the land grant matter would go into the courts. The
second matter dealt with the assessment of the P. & A. by
the State tax collector. The ease was reported to be
11
heading toward the United States Supreme Court.
III. WEST FLORIDA POLITICIAN
In November of 1883, all was peace between the Pensacola Commercial and Captain Chipley. The Commercial purred:
Capt. Chipley is among the most enterprising
liberal and public spirited citizens of Pensacola
and if the benefits derivable from our railroad
lines were in his hands alone . . . our city would
be the main terminal point and principal depot of
12
these roads.
Chipley was president of the Pensacola Board of
Trade during 1884, and a letter bearing his signature
reached United States Senator Wilk Call in February
of that year which asked for harbor improvement at Pen13
sacola.
That year the race for governor was between General E. A. Perry, Regular Democrat, and Frank Pope,
Independent Democrat. General Perry, born in the
North, had led the Florida Brigade under General Robert E. Lee. The general leaned toward the business interests. Frank Pope, whose star had risen as a meteor,
drew heavily from those who wanted a new deal in Florida politics. The remnants of the old Republican party
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Ibid.
Commercial, April 12, 1883, 2.
Ibid., October 3, 1883, 1.
Ibid., November 10, 1883, 2.
Ibid., February 6, 1884, 2; April 12, 1884, 2.
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and the Independent Democrats were under his standard.
Chipley backed Perry, and Chipley backed a winner.
Pope had run on the platform that railroads should be
14
servants of the people.
Chipley and D. L. McKinnon, an Independent of
Walton county, argued in the Pensacola Commercial on
the assessment of the P. & A. by the State. McKinnon
claimed that the P. & A. was underassessed, but the
Commercial defended Chipley and attacked McKinnon
as a political "Johnny Come Lately." 15
In April of 1885 Captain Chipley with “characteristic
energy” put a stop to trespassing upon railroad lands
and also recovered damages from several parties who
had been getting timber off those lands. Several hundred cypress logs at White’s boom near the mouth of the
Choctowhatchie river were attached by Chipley, and the
Commercial said :
“When Captain Chipley determines to do a thing he
16
does it."
But the Commercial and Chipley parted ways soon
afterwards. Chipley was now City Commissioner and
Mayor of Pensacola. A hot fight developed over paying
bondholders. The Commercial maintained that the bondholders should wait to receive their money, while Chipley
maintained that the bonded debt was legal and the bondholders should be paid. The Commercial accused Chipley
17
of having $1600 worth of bonds.
Chipley was unquestionably a leader of men, and was
constantly becoming more influential in local and state
politics, but there was still a strong Democratic faction
in Pensacola that opposed him. Along with his political
and railroad activities, Chipley worked hard to build
Pensacola and West Florida. Because of this he became
involved in the St. Andrew’s Ray Railroad scandal. The
State of Florida had patented the St. Andrew’s Bay
and Chipley Railroad, in January, 1885, to connect with
14. Ibid., July 1884, 2; November 5, 1884, 3.
15. Ibid., October 22, 1884, 1.
16. Ibid., April 4, 1885, 3.
17. Ibid., May 28, 1885, 2.
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the P. & A. at Chipley, a new town on the latter road.
W. D. Chipley, W. J. Kirk and D. Carr Aldrich had filed
papers with the Secretary of State; but Chipley stated
that he had nothing to do with the St. Andrew’s Bay
Railroad Company, adding that the railroad had no
20
money and that he had no faith in it. He admitted that
he had taken preliminary steps to procure the charter
but maintained that upon meeting the promoter, a Mr.
Newman of Chicago, he had dropped out. Lashing out
at J. Dennis Wolfe, editor of the Commercial, who had
implicated him in the St. Andrew’s Bay Company scandal, Chipley, in the heat of passion and evidently beside
himself, said
I with the utmost deliberation and premeditation denounce him as a wilful and malicious liar
and libeler and I apply the brand trusting that it
may sink into his debased soul deep enough to
touch his manhood, if there ever existed in his
corrupt heart a single sentiment of honor. Let the
Liar wear the brand if there remains space under
his tatooed body to hear this last violation of
21
truth, justice and decency.
The Commercial struck back, accusing Chipley of
severing his connection with the St. Andrew’s Bay &
Chipley Railroad only before and because of the crash
to come. Throughout 1886 the feud continued. The Commercial no longer mentioned Chipley by name but referred to him as the "little octopus". It commented on
Chipley's political aspirations: “The little octopus has
a slender following in this county and it is badly mixed
22
and highly colored."
The enormous land grants to railroads in Florida
resulted in political controversy which sharply divided
Florida Democracy into two opposing factions. On
March 7, 1886, Wilkinson Call, a nephew of former Governor Call and now a United States Senator with liberal
views, fired one of the first guns of the anti-railroad
20. Ibid., July 1, 1885, 2.
21. Ibid., July 8, 1885, 2.
22. Ibid., November 6, 1886, 2.
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fight. In addressing the Senate, he fiercely attacked
railroad land grants and gave the Senate a picture of
the background of Florida railroads. He particularly
attacked the P. & A. claim to the old Pensacola and
Georgia R. R. land grant. The P. & G. was to run from
Tallahassee to Pensacola ; it had never been completed
23
and its land grant had long since expired.
Senator Call sent a copy of his speech to the Commercial with a copy of a letter he had received from
William D. Chipley. Chipley’s letter took Call to task
for his stand on railroad land grants, censuring the
Florida senator for supporting a bill for forfeiture of
the railroad land grant of 1856. The railroad man asked
for proof that citizens had written Call about land grants,
and reminded Call that as United States senator he
represented
the railroads as well as the other interests
24
in Florida.
The Commercial reported that Chipley, now a power
in West Florida politics, was playing Ernest Yonge off
against Stephen R. Mallory, the younger, in the coming
fight for Representative R. H. M. Davidson’s seat in
Congress, saying that Davidson did not need to fear
Chipley’s opposition as long as he protected the P. & A.
25
railroad interests in the House of Representatives. The
Commercial, the following year, spoke of “Governor
Chipley” because of the West Floridian’s influence with
26
Governor Fleming who had succeeded Perry. From
its side of the fence, the Commercial looked over at Chipley's growing influence:
To a man who obeys his mandates, Chipley is
a good friend, but woe be it to him who seeks to
thwart his will. But few have the manhood and
moral courage to face him and be true to themselves. Is Governor Fleming one of the few? Time
27
will unfold the tale.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Ibid., April 20, 1886, 2.
Ibid.
Ibid., November 10, 1888, 4.
Ibid., April 9, 1889, 4.
Ibid., April 10, 1889, 4.
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The Pensacola paper obviously thought that Chipley
28
was the power behind the throne. A bill to reorganize
the city government in the 1889 session of the Florida
Legislature, caused further bad feeling back in Pensa29
cola between Mallory and Chipley.
Chipley was continuously active in behalf of Florida,
of Pensacola especially, and as is evident and quite
natural, in behalf of his political ambitions. He published
a sixty-four page booklet on Florida which was widely
30
distributed. Governor Perry, in the summer of 1887,
appointed him to represent Florida at a forestry con31
vention. He was always generous; the report of the
Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Association for 1888,
covering the work against yellow fever, listed a $50.00
32
contribution from him.
IV. CHIPLEY

VS.

CALL

33

In May, 1889, Chipley resigned as city commissioner,
and the senatorial bee was reported to be buzzing around
in his bonnet. Senator Call’s second term in the Senate
would expire in 1891. In November Chipley resigned as
Chairman of the Democratic State Executive Committee
after six years service because of having “been drawn
34
into a discussion with the Hon. W. Call."
Early in 1890 Chipley published a booklet of 123
pages attacking Senator Call’s record and his private
life. It contained a number of charges, among which
were the following:
1) Wilk Call was implicated in a Norfolk bank
scandal.
2) Wilk Call had a sterile Senatorial record.
3) Wilk Call had acted in bad faith in the matter of
Florida’s Indian War claims.
4) Wilk Call tried to cheat a negro out of his little
homestead.
28. Ibid., April 10, 1889, 4.
29. Ibid., April 26, 1889, 4.
30. Floridian, Dec. 2, 1886, 2.
31. Commercial, Aug. 3, 1887, 2.
32. Report of Jacksonville Auxiliary Sanitary Association, 1888, edited
by Charles S. Adams.
33. Ibid., May 20, 1889, 4.
34. Ibid., May 21, 1889, 2.
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5) Wilk Call was a lobbyist with disreputable
methods.
6) Wilk Call never gave the Democratic party a cent
during Chipley’s six years as party chairman.
7) During Reconstruction Wilk Call played ball
with the notorious carpetbagger Littlefield and received
$8,000 in the fight for the control of the P. & G.
35
8) Senator Call was a political boss.
In a speech in the Senate June 2, 1890, Senator Call
answered Chipley. Call said that Chipley’s pamphlet
had been sent to every Senator. He said that the pamphlet had been issued to protect a vast appropriation of
public lands of the State by individuals. In the same
order in which the writer numbered Chipley’s charges
are Call’s answers:
1) A depression had caused sewing machine stock
which he had offered the Norfolk bank as security to
drop in value.
2) He had introduced 228 bills, provisions of which
had become law.
3) He denied that he helped defeat Indian Warclaims, but said that he had tried to get just claims paid
to soldiers and widows rather than to Wailes, Florida
agent for the collection of Indian War claims. (Wailes
according to his contract was to collect a lucrative fee
for any Indian War claims collected by the state of
Florida.)
4) The negro’s homestead had belonged to Call’s
brother-in-law on whose land the negro had squatted.
5) Chipley was a lobbyist.
6) Chipley’s political work in the last campaign
consisted mostly of sending out quantities of documents,
chiefly about himself.
7) Call had attempted to save Florida’s railroads
from the carpet-baggers.
36
8) He denied being a boss.
Chipley's pamphlet was made up largely, in the opinion of the writer, of material gathered by Wailes. It
35. Chipley William D., Review of Senator Call's Record.
36. Congressional Record, XXI, Appendix, 549-562.
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entirely avoided the real issue, the desire of Chipley to
get for the P. & A. the grant of the P. & G. which had
elapsed before the P. & A. had been built. Senator Call
had fought every attempt from David Yulee to W. D.
Chipley to raid Florida’s public lands.
Wilk Call was excused from attendance by the Senate
in late June in order to go to Florida. He was accompanied on his trip by J. G. Alexander, his secretary. At
Arcadia, July 1, he met W. D. Chipley in a debate. The
Times-Union, under the control of J. N. C. Stockton, a
37
Call follower, claimed that Call got the better of it.
The Bradford County Telegraph reported that nobody
was killed unless it was the Democratic Party. The editor of the Telegraph clearly saw the factional fight that
-was brewing.
At the Ocala State Convention, held in August, 1890,
virtually all the Florida politicians were present. As a
joke, Colonel Sparkman, a bitter Call enemy, was appointed to escort Call to the platform. Call was warmly
38
applauded. The Ocala Banner reported that when Call
was in Ocala he left his telegraph and express franks
on a table in the telegraph office. These were delivered
to Colonel Chipley, Chipley returned them to Call in a
letter marked “not private,” and stating that these were
39
free privileges from the wicked monopolies.
Chipley was aided in his campaign to unseat Call by
the upsurge of the Farmers’Alliance. State senator
A. S. Mann of Hernando, the only Democrat to oppose
Call in the Legislature in 1885, floated a trial balloon
for the presidency of the Alliance. However, Robert E.
Rogers of Suwannee was reelected president without
40
opposition. James P. Taliaferro, an East Florida procorporation man, was now chairman of the State Demo41
cratic Executive Committee.
37. Florida Times-Union, quoted in the Bradford County Telegraph, July 4, 1890, 2.
38. Ocala Banner, August 15, 1890, 1.
39. Ibid., August 22, 1890, 2.
40. Bradford County Telegraph, October 31, 1890, 1.
41. Floridian, August 20, 1890, 4.
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Colonel John Dunn, an Ocala banker and a public
spirited man, was put up for United States senator by
the anti-Call faction. The Floridian began to issue a
daily which kept up a running attack on Senator Call.
In April 1894 Frank Clark charged that John Dunn, W.
D. Chipley and others had subsidized
the Daily Floridian
42
which folded soon after the election.
The state legislature met April 7, 1891. In the showdown Jefferson Browne of Key West, a Call man, was
elected president of the Senate and Dr. J. L. Gaskins of
Bradford, another Call man, was elected speaker of the
House. Both elections were formalities since the two
men had been nominated in a Democratic caucus. In the
caucus Browne won over Joseph F. Baya of Columbia,
17-12; Gaskins was victor over Dougherty of Volusia,
43
43-21. Things were breaking Call’s way. The left wing
of the Legislature, as represented by the Alliance men,
shied off from supporting Dunn because he was a national banker, as the Alliance, a forerunner of the Bryan
44
free-silver movement, was leary of national banks.
The Republican party was being solely represented by
Senator Smith of St. Johns, who was reported by some
45
newspaper wit as being in perpetual caucus. The Alliance leaders, hoping to put forth an Alliance man, refused to support Call. However, this stand broke the
political back of the Alliance because a substantial number of the Alliance men bolted from the solid front and
supported Call who was sympathetic to the aims of the
Alliance.
46
When a caucus failed to produce a candidate, sixteen anti-Call Senators left Tallahassee in a vain effort
to prevent the reelection of Senator Call. However, the
Legislature met in a legal session and reelected Call by
51 votes to 1 for Dennett Mays. A quorum of the Legis42. Ibid., May 7, 1890, 5.
43. Evening Telegram, April 6, 1891, 1, April 7, 1891, 1; House Journal,
1891, 3; Senate Journal, 1891, 3.
44. Ocala Banner, April 10, 1891, 3.
45. Evening Telegram, April 7, 1891, 1.
46. Daily Floridian, April 14, April 16, April 23, May 12, May 20,
1891.
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lature was present but not a quorum of the Senate. Governor Fleming refused to certify Call and instead appointed R. H. M. Davidson as ad interim Senator. The
47
U. S. Senate seated Call.
Following the reelection of Call, Chipley began to
form a state-wide machine. One by one newspapers
throughout the state began to support the Chipley faction. Ambitious politicians got on the Chipley band
wagon. The Pensacola Tammany Association endorsed
Chipley for state senator. The railroad man, in accepting the endorsement, announced that he stood on the
Chicago platform of Bryan and the Democratic Party
of 1892. He promised to48 view the question of a railroad
commission impartially.
An act of the 1887 legislature had provided for a
railroad commission. All its rules and regulations had
been obeyed except a regulation of the P. & A. The road
appealed to the State Supreme Court which held for the
P. & A. In 1891 the act providing for the railway com49
mission was repealed.
According to Frank Clark, the
state legislature voted for the repeal of the railroad commission when it became generally understood that Governor Fleming would fill a vacancy which existed on the
board by appointing E. J. Triay, a well-known railroad
50
man.
At the Monticello Democratic convention, U. S.
Representative Stephen R. Mallory was defeated in his
fight for reelection. The Chipley guided Pensacola delegation did not support their fellow-townsman, and S. M.
Sparkman of Tampa won out. Back at Pensacola in the
fall in the contest for state senator, William D. Chipley,
regular Democrat, defeated Dr. Anderson who had the
51
support of Independents, Populists and Republicans.
Senator Chipley stood out in the legislature of 1895.
Despite his freshman status, he ranked as one of the most
powerful senatorial leaders. His bill to aid schools
47. Ibid., May 26, 1891, 1.
48. Pensacola Daily News, June 19, 1894, 1.
49. Rerick, R. H., Memoirs of Florida, II, 205.
50. Pensacola Daily News, April 12, 1894, 2.
51. Ibid., October 3, 1894, 1.
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showed his interest in better education. His opposition
to any bill to recreate a railroad commission showed his
views in that sector. The railroad commission voting
was very
close ; the nays led by Chipley winning out 13
53
to 12.
V. SENATORIAL CANDIDATE
The Pensacola News in October 1895, began to boom
State Senator54 Chipley for Call’s seat in the United
States Senate.
Around the New Year of 1896, Chipley
took a business trip to Europe and returned in February
55
The senatorial preliminaries began
of the same year.
in earnest and the pro-Chipley newspapers gave their
man a terrific build-up. The Call faction could marshal
but four newspapers for their cause. However, “old
man” Call, as he was now known, was surrounded by
quite a few shrewd politicians. Among them were John
N. C. Stockton, an ambitious, rugged, former Independent called “General John” by those who were not his
friends ; “Jeems” Alexander, Call’s secretary; Napoleon
B. Broward, who later would succeed Call as leader of
the liberal faction in Florida ; State Senator Hendley, an
old hand at caucuses and political maneuvers ; and Frank
Pope, meteoric Independent politician. Frank Clark’s
absence was noticeable. Clark had been one of Call’s
lieutenants, but now he was standing aloof from the
56
fray. Former U. S. Representative Dougherty, long a
powerful influence in Volusia, and State Representative
57
Christie of Leon marshalled the Chipley forces. Judge
George P. Raney of Tallahassee hoped to be a compromise candidate, and was supported by John A. Henderson, a prominent railroad lawyer, in his attempt to make
58
the race three cornered.
Wilkinson Call’s third term expired March 4, 1897,
and Governor Bloxham appointed John A. Henderson
52. Weekly News, Pensacola, April 12, 1895, 3.
53. Senate Journal, 1895, 1186-87.
54. The Weekly News, October 4, 1895, 2.
55. Ibid., February 21, 1896, 21.
56. Metropolis, quoted in the Pensacola Daily News, February 13,
57. House Journal, 1897, 240; Senate Journal, 1897, 213-214.
58. Daily Florida Citizen, April 9, 1897, 1.
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as his successor until the legislature should make a
choice. The new Senate appointee was vice-president and
general counsel for the Florida and Peninsular Rail59
road. He presented credentials as senator-designate
from Florida on March 16 and these were referred to the
Committee on Privileges and Elections,
but no further
60
action was taken, so he did not serve.
The Pensacola Daily News of March 22, carried an
interesting account of Chipley’s chances. In an interview with Colonel S. S. Harvey, Populist leader, a News
reporter questioned him concerning Chipley’s strength.
Harvey, who had just returned from a trip throughout
Florida, said that the masses believed that Chipley
would be elected, and that the people were opposed to a
protracted struggle in the legislature. If the Chipley
candidacy were withdrawn, Harvey continued, Call would
be reelected. The Populist warned the Chipley men not
to underate Call’s election strength. Concerning Chipley’s record, he said:
If Col. Chipley was not identified with the railroads he would have a walk over, but I found the
old feeling against all men who earn their living
by serving a railroad dying out. Instead people say
when Col. Chipley is elected, he will no longer be
a railroad official, but a senator in the service of
Florida working as earnestly for every interest in
the State as he has labored for the railroad that
61
employed him.
In the writer’s estimation that quotation is an understatement. Chipley was more than just an employee of
the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad. As far as West
Florida was concerned, he was “Mr. Railroad”.
On April 5, the day before the Legislature was to
meet in this famous session, the Democratic caucus for
House and Senate presiding officers was held. It favored Chipley supporters. For president of the Senate the
50.

Pensacola Daily News, March 8, 1897, 2; Daily Florida Citizen,
April 6, 1897, 1.
60. Biographical Directory of the American Congress 1774-1927, 447.
61. Pensacola Daily News, March 22, 1897, 2.
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vote was: Senator Charles J. Perrenot, Santa Rosa, 15
votes ; N. A. Blitch, Levy, 9 votes ; Thomas Palmer, Hillsboro, 4 votes. For speaker of the House: D. H. Mays,
Jefferson, 39 votes; J. A. Carlisle, Alachua, 23 votes.
Their nominations were confirmed when the House and
62
Senate met the next day.
Mays had made an active canvass for the speakership,
63
while Carlisle had come out late. J. A. Carlisle was described as the “giant of Alachua,” with a voice like the
“sonorous whistle of the Three Friends.” D. H. Mays
was described
as the magnetic young farmer from Jef64
ferson. Chipley’s forces had their “command post” at
the Leon hotel, where liquor was dispensed freely in
bottles, it was said; the opposition pitched camp at the
65
St. James, and theirs flowed from jugs.
William Jennings Bryan had recently visited Florida
and both Call and Chipley were on the committee that
welcomed him to Tallahassee, where he made a speech.
Bryan, when he was asked his views on the Florida Senatorial contest, replied:
“I have not come to Florida in the interest of any66
body’s candidacy for the Senate."
Call, Chipley, Raney and Dougherty spoke in the
House of Representatives on April 19. Call said that his
position was the Chicago platform, and that he and
“Jeems” Alexander were the first to bring Bryan forth
for the presidency. Chipley denounced monopolies, said
that he was of the same mind as Bryan and that he favored a state railroad commission (!). He was in favor
67
of an income tax and the Nicaragua Canal.
T HE M E M O R A B L E C A L L -C H I P L E Y F I G H T

The Joint Assembly began the election of a United
States senator on April 20. In the Senate in a separate
ballot Senator Dougherty nominated W. D. Chipley,
Senator Myers nominated George P. Raney, Senator
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

Daily Florida Citizen, April 6, 1897, 1, April 7, 1897, 1.
Ocala Banner, April 9, 1897.
Times-Union, April 4, 1897, 1.
Daily Florida Citizen, April 9, 1897, 1. Apalachee, 1944, p. 4.
Daily Florida Citizen, April 9, 1897, 1.
Ibid., April 20, 1897.
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Blitch nominated Wilkinson Call, and Senator McLin
nominated William A. Hocker. In the House, Christie
of Leon nominated Raney, Frank Pope of Duval nominated Call, Morgan of Putnam nominated R. A. Burford,
Zewadski of Marion nominated Hocker, Harris of Monroe nominated Chipley, Potter of Dade, the only House
Republican, nominated the old Radical Republican, Bisbee. The joint voting was: Call 33, Chipley 24, Raney 14,
scattered 25. As 49 votes were necessary for a choice, no
68
one was elected. The deadlock continued throughout
April. On April 24, the Senate passed the Railroad Commission bill. Tallahassee’s grapevine had it that Raney
69
was nibbling at Chipley's cake.
The Call faction rallied at a caucus on April 29 held
at the residence of Mr. Roberts where Stockton boarded.
The question of Call’s withdrawing was discussed, and
Stockton was reported anxious to get into the race. However, Alexander, Broward, Haddock, Holt and other Call
supporters were rumored to have threatened political
death to anyone who led a movement of disintegration,
70
and Call stayed in the race.
Senator Williams of Nassau was keeping tally on
May 1 and making a mistake in adding, told Senator Tom
Darby that the total vote was 61 instead of 71. Senator
Darby, thinking that his vote would decide the contest,
changed from Raney to Call ; Rouse of Wakulla and
Shepard of Liberty asked for their votes to be recorded
for Call. Then Morgan of Putnam changed his vote from
Call to Burford, and after the ballot was taken, Call did
71
not have a majority.
Call’s name was withdrawn by Senator Broome on
72
May 7, who then nominated John N. C. Stockton. According to Senator Hendley of Pasco, it had struck Call
that if Stockton’s name were substituted he would get
68. Ibid., May 1, 1897.
69. Times-Union, April 25, 1897, 1.
70. Daily Florida Citizen, April 30, 1897, 1.
71. Pensacola Daily News, May 1, 1897, 2.
72. Daily Florida Citizen, May 8, 1897, 1.
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the boys lined up; so he proposed to Hendley and others
that Stockton be put in the race. Hendley would have
73
nothing to do with the deal and voted for Raney.
74
Stockton and Chipley were deadlocked on May 10.
On May 13, Chipley lacked three votes of being elected.
Senator Darby then announced that there would be a
caucus of those opposed to the election of either Chipley
75
or Stockton. Mallory, Chipley’s old Escambia enemy,
was now in Tallahassee. Senator Hendley states that
Alexander and Spotswood, a Chipley manager, found
Mallory “gumshoeing” around waiting to surge to the
76
front as a dark horse.
At a caucus of the anti-Chipley faction, Senator Call
was excluded, although members of other parties were
77
permitted to attend. Forty-four members attended the
caucus and the candidates voted on were Mabry, Raney,
Hocker and Mallory. On the third ballot Mallory de78
feated Hocker 25-15, becoming the choice of the caucus.
The deadlock broke on May 14. At twelve o’clock the
balloting of the Joint Assembly began. Morgan of Putnam asked to be passed temporarily. Rawls of Jackson
announced a pair with Senator Daniel of the same county.
All votes were cast for the two Pensacola rivals and it
was announced that Chipley had 49; Mallory 47; Tumult
reigned. Then Rawls broke his pair and voted for Mallory, and Morgan also voted for Mallory. The contest
was tied up again. Senator Barber asked to be recognized. The uproar was so great that nothing could be
done. John N. C. Stockton stood up on top of his desk
and shouted: “Sit down, nobody is elected!” Speaker
Mays, thereupon, took the gavel away from President
Perrenot and “smashed it upon the table with sufficient
force to be heard blocks away.” He also shouted to the
members that the contest would be settled according to
the entire satisfaction of the majority. Senator Barber
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.

Interview with Senator Hendley, December 27, 1945.
Daily Florida Citizen, May 11, 1897, 1.
Ibid., May 14, 1897, 1, 4.
Interview with Senator Hendley, December 27, 1945.
Pensacola Daily News, June 7, 1897, 2.
Ibid., May 14, 1897, 2.
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then changed his vote from Chipley to Mallory. Mallory
was now winner 50-48. Then Shepard of Liberty and
Dees of Lafayette changed their votes from Chipley to
Mallory, and Senator Hendley of Pasco changed his vote
from Chipley to Call. Mallory had been elected on the
79
twenty-fifth ballot taken.
The most serene and self-composed man present was
Senator Chipley. He seemed perfectly happy and contented. However, when Rawls attempted to shake hands
with him, Chipley replied: “I do not intend to shake
hands with a traitor.” Rawls attempted to explain, but
Chipley said that he admired an open enemy but despised
80
a traitor. Chipley’s “organ” said the most conspicuous
man on the floor against Chipley was Bill Lamar, the
attorney general and that he would be retired as a result.
The Daily News also said bitterly that the “J” in J.
Rawls stood for Judas. 81 The Ocala Banner remarked
that both Chipley and Call now belonged to the political
past and quoted
Chipley as saying that he would retire
82
from politics.
The fireworks were not yet over in the legislature.
Never one to let sleeping dogs lie, Stockton on May 26 in
his words "added a little history" to the bitter contest.
He asked that a letter from E. J. Triay be spread on the
House Journal. The letter follows:
Hotel Lakeview
Leesburg, Fla.,
Feb. 19, 1897.
Hon. W. D. Chipley
Dear Colonel-The indications from Lake are promising, so far as the votes of McLin and Owens. The last
name is certain. The former has under advisement the
situation as suggested. He is painfully “hard up.” Mr.
McNamee endorsed his note for sixty days for $100.
Captain Baker, I am informed, can be influenced favorably in this way: His son Matthew, civil engineer, well
79. Daily Florida Citizen, May 15, 1897; Times-Union, May 15, 1897, 1.
80. Daily Florida Citizen, May 15, 1897, 1.
81. Pensacola Daily News, May 15, 1897, 2, May 19, 1897, 2.
82. Ocala Banner, May 21, 1897, 1-2, May 28, 1897.
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educated and of good address, married Senator E. N.
Dimick’s daughter. A suggestion from you at the proper
time to appoint Matthew Baker your private secretary
if elected would induce Captain Dimick to work on Captain Baker and land him, too.
More particulars as to Lake in a few days, either by
letter or interview.
I reach home this afternoon. Have been in this section since the 3rd inst. Will next take in Putnam.
Will remain at home until February 24.
Yours, etc,
E. J. T.
B. B. Wilson, Notary Public, certifies that the above is
83
a true copy.
The letter had come into Stockton’s hands thus: the
residence of E. J. Triay was broken into and among the
articles stolen was a coat containing some letters. Rumor
had it that the police caught a negro with the stolen
84
property and turned the letter over to Stockton. Stockton said, and his remarks went into the House Journal
by a vote of 31 to 27:
I was firmly impressed with the fact that
the election of the party to whom the letter was
addressed would be not only a blow to a republican
form of government, but a disgrace to the intelligence, manhood and honesty of the people, and
especially the Florida Legislature. Think of the
methods used by this candidate for the United
States Senate. Free passes, free telegrams, free
whiskey, free cigars, free hotel bills, free gratification of the sensual appetites of weak men, together with the powerful corporation influence,
not only in this State, but throughout the nation
backed by unlimited money, and the promise of
future political preferment, until well-nigh every
office in the gift of the people themselves had been
parceled out in advance to the hungry horde of
83. House Journal, 1897, 955-957.
84. Metropolis, Jacksonville, quoted in the Pensacola Daily News,
May 31, 1897, 2.
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political mercenaries with which this man had
surrounded himself . . . Wherever the words “candidate for the United States Senate” are used,
they refer to that arch enemy of the people, William D. Chipley and I beg to say “whom the gods
85
would destroy they first make mad."
Stockton added that he received the letter from a
86
party in sympathy with Chipley. The next day Chipley
replied to Stockton, speaking in the Senate:
The Journal of the House of Representatives,
spread upon the desks of the Senators this morning contains a confession of guilt by the party arraigned by me on Tuesday.
This confession of guilt by this party, his retention of the stolen letter, and his tirade intensifies
his offense, and should put him beyond the recognition of all honorable men . . . . I have never
asked Senator McLin to vote for me for . . .
United States Senator . . . . I have never authorized any persons . . . to make any improper proposition to him. I met Mr. Owens . . . he informed
me that his people were for Judge Hocker and
that he would support him . . . . Until I read the
stolen letter, I did not know that Senator Dimick
and Representative Baker were mentioned in it. I
never in any manner attempted to influence either
of these honorable gentlemen in the senatorial contest, nor is any reflection upon any of these gen87
tlemen justly deducible from the letter.
The passages between Stockton and Chipley showed
clearly that the bitter feeling between the two factions
continued after the election of Mallory.
Returning to Pensacola early in June, Chipley was
welcomed home as a conquering hero. As his car was
backed into the platform, the Chipley Light Infantry
fired six volleys in the air. He was escorted to a carriage
drawn by six white horses, and when the horses became
85. House Journal, 1897, 957-958.
86. Ibid.
87. Senate Journal, 1897, 942-943.
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unruly, they were unharnessed, and men drew the carriage. In his speech on this occasion Chipley said:
It seems only yesterday that the final roll call
was ordered upon which depended the selection of
Florida’s senator to succeed Wilkinson Call. The
tally indicated I had been chosen; in fact no other
result was possible without treachery came in to
rob me of my victory. Then followed broken
pledges and a great tumult rose over my defeat.
At last, on Thursday, when the real contest
came, I needed only three votes for election, with
four votes scattered that I had every right to expect the next day; in fact but for a misunderstanding I would have received three of these votes
Thursday and would have been elected.
That situation made that night a busy one for
my opponents. Every possible combination was
suggested in a caucus, in which all opposing interests were gathered . . . . Two Independents, three
Populists, one Republican and the pestiferous
Weeks, of Washington county, were admitted to
the caucus, but Call was rudely, and absolutely excluded. Mr. Mallory was in control of Richbourg,
and also secured Clark, and this gave him the
nomination through the desertion by these men of
their pledges to me.
At 3 a. m. I was called from my bed. The tally
was gone over with my friends and the best we
could do was to figure out a tie, not dreaming that
the Christian, Rawls, would violate his pledge; a
man so good that he quit his church because an
organ was introduced into its sacred precincts
. . . . which, with the treachery of Morgan and the
perfidy of Barber, compassed my defeat.
I want to say I have no criticism of Mr. Mallory . . . . Mr. Mallory has never been my personal
or political friend, but I have never opposed him
without provocation and never save in an open
manner . . . My prime object when I went into the
contest, without, at the time expecting to be a can-
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didate myself, was to retire from political life
Wilkinson Call. This I accomplished
and along
88
with him Mr. John N. C. Stockton.
William D. Chipley was stronger than ever in the
eyes of doubtless the majority of his fellow-townsmen.
Unfortunately, his career was cut short by his sudden
89
death in Washington, D. C., on December 1, 1897. Although the people of Pensacola, his adopted home, wanted
him buried there, he was interred in his native Columbus,
90
Georgia. He was survived by his wife, a son Hunt, a
son Dudley and a daughter Clara.
W. D. Chipley, in addition to his business and political career took a keen interest in the DeFuniak Springs
Chautauqua and the Florida State Militia. His memory
is honored by a monument in the center of the principal
public square of Pensacola and by the name of the county
seat of Washington county, but he is remembered most
of all as the builder of the railroad from Pensacola to
the Apalachicola river, an achievement which united
East and West Florida and effectively killed the perennial proposal to annex West Florida to Alabama.
88. Pensacola Daily News, June 8, 1897, 2.
89. Rerick, op. cit., 483.
90. Weekly News, December 3, 1897, 1.
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